CHARLES E. ROSENBERG (editor), Healing and history. Essaysfor George Rosen, Folkestone, Kent, Dawson, 1978, 8vo, pp. viii, 262, £14 .00. George Rosen, the renowned and revered American historian of medicine who held the chair in this subject at Yale University, was to retire in 1978, and his students and colleagues went about preparing a Festschrift to commemorate the happy day when George could begin to devote all his remarkable talents to research and writing. Unfortunately in 1977 he died suddenly during a visit to Britain, and the celebratory volume became a memorial tome.
It contains sixteen essays, including an appreciation. They deal with topics which Rosen has illuminated by his skill and scholarship: social history of medicine, medical ethics, mental health and illness, nineteenth-century medicine, hospitals, public health, and social psychiatry. They are all original, scholarly contributions written as Professor Rosen himself would have wished. Added is a bibliography of his writings, which indicates the breadth of his interests, the versatility of his approach to medical history, and the dimension of his industry. He is sorely missed.
F. B. SMITH, The people's health, 1830 -1910 , London, Croom Helm, 1979 The claim is made on the jacket of this book that "most medical history has been
